Oracy, Communication

and Language Curriculum




Introduction

“Oracy is the ability to articulate ideas, develop understanding and engage with

others through spoken language.”
Voice21

As a Roman Catholic primary school, our Oracy, Communication and Language curricutum is
underpinned by our mission statement to ‘Love One Another As I Have Loved You’. Christ is
at the centre of everything we do: we are committed to the faith development of our school
community so that we can come to know God more deeply, communicating with Him and
spreading the Good News about Him.

Our curriculum starts with our youngest of pupils, ensuring that they can pay attention, listen
and understand what has been communicated to them. Embedding the curriculum from
Nursery allows our pupils to have all the building blocks that they need in order to develop
and apply their communication and language skills further in their school journey. At Our
Lady of the Assumption Catholic Primary School, we believe pupils’ communication skills are
essential for socialising, learning and ensuring they reach their potential.

“Language unlocks doors. It unlocks the world of reading and the imagination,
the excitement of writing, the capacity to explore new subjects .. In schools, it
underpins progress, impacts on attainment.., affects self-esteem and behaviour,
and plays a huge role in a child’s life chances.”

Jane Harley, Oxford Language Report, 2018

Our children come from a wide range of backgrounds and many are not equipped with the
communication and language skills and experiences they need to become the communicators
that they have the potential be. Through our Oracy, Communication and Language
Curriculum, we want to allow our children to develop the confidence, independence and
resilience needed in order to have high aspirations and achieve their full potential.

Our Oracy, Communication and Language curriculum reflects the importance of listening,
understanding and spoken language in pupils’ development. At Our Lady of the Assumption
Catholic Primary School, we believe that these areas of communication and language
underpin the development of reading and writing. The quality and variety of language that
pupils hear, and speak, are vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar and their
understanding for reading and writing. We believe that pupils at our school should develop
these skills to enable them to explain their understanding of books and other reading, and to
prepare their ideas before they write.




EYFS Early Learning Goals

ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding Children at the
expected level of development will:

e Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant
questions, comments and actions when being read to and during
whole class discussions and small group interactions;

e Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to
clarify their understanding;

e Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with
their teacher and peers.

ELG: Speaking Children at the expected level of development will:

e Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions,
offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary

e Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of
recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes
and poems when appropriate
Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full
sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and
making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their
teacher.
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